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Wherein the Baſtard Italians, commonly called the New-a-la-Mode, Round Hands, Mixr Running Hands, and Mixt Secretary's, are ſo Mod 
and Compoſed, as to diſpatch Bufineſs with Facility and Neatneſs. Written with much Variety, and performed according to 
the Nature, Freedom, and Tendency of the Pen. 
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By FOHN A 4 R E S, Maſter of the Writing-School, at the Hand and Pen near St. Pauls School, in St. Pauls Church-yard, Londin., 
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Sold by Hen. Halley, at the Three Flower-de-Juces in St.Pawls Church-yard 3 Sam. Crouch, at the corner of Popes-hew/ 
alley in Cornhil > and Ben. Alſop, at the Angel and Bible in the Poxltrey, 
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Am not unſenfſible, that Prefaces ro Copy-Books , are 25 rare, as for thoſe that truly deſerve the Name of Pen-men , to engage or trouble 
themſelves with works of this nature. © Copy-books 1n Englend, may be likned to a Lotrery,where for one Prize,you have forty Blanks. 
I am ſure, where one hath been publiſht by -Pen-men , forry have been publiſht by Gravers ; whoſe Indigence and Neceſſity not being 
unknown to the Bookſcller, hath afforded us in ſome'years paſt ſuch- ſwarms of Copy-Books ,* that it hath diſcouraged Pen-men to make 
publick any of their Works ; (which might have. brought honour and advantage to their Countrey,as well as Reputation to themſelves) 
eſpecially {3nce no ſecurity 1s provided for their protection from Pyrars. . The way and method of Writing being far different , and 
more praGtical then what were formerly uſed : I purpoſed to publiſh ſome of the moft uſeſu! Hands , could I bring a Gyraver to un- 
and the reaſon of. Letters. In order thereunto, | made an Eſſay the laſt year on a Cyphering book, cauting-all the moſt Neceſſary Rules for 
e, to be Graved.in allthe uſual Hands of England ; hoping thereby ſo ro qualifie my Graver , as to anſwer whar I firit deſigned ;, which 
was originally intended for the advantage of: my own School. Being prevailed with to Publith ſome of rhem }\, they met with a kind Re- 
on from the .Ingenuous , which.incouraged me to throw this ſmall Trifle into the world after it, as an Eatnefſt of a Larger and more uni- 
piece of Pen-manſhip , 1f: God permit. And though this Book carry nor along with 1c ſo big a bulk as others}, yer I dare warrant it to be 
Uſeful and PraRical, and more.like Writing , then any hitherto publiſhr amongſt us. -The Examples being written in the moſt.uſeful 
S. viz. The Baſtard 1tqlians, commonly termed the A-la-Mode Round Hands , and other Prattical Roune mixt Hands , and. mixt Secreta- 
which as they have met with a kind Reception amongſt Merchants and Intelligent Tradeſ-men , fo rhey have now gorren that Reputation _ 
Eſteem, as to become the general Aime of - moſt Profeſſors-in Writing. And. indeed, the Baſtard Italians, for the utility and excellency of +# 
, deſerve a univerſal imitation ; diſpatching Buſineſs with much facility and neatneſs ; Nature having made them ſuch abſolute Beaxties, as 
o require any Artificial daub, or Paint to ſet them off, being performed with one 1ntire touch. Beſides, it hath this further to commend jr, 
it 15 now (in a manner) become Univerſal, being prattrzed in moſt parts of the Civihzed World. - Thar fo few are $kilful in ir, muſt be ar- 
uted to want of Preſidents, there being not many Boobs of 1t found amongſt us. Now to ſave my Countrymen the charge and trouble of 
| ſending 


The PREFACE. 


{zading for ſuch Examples from abroad , was:one motive to induce me to the publication of this Book 3 in which I have written moſt 
Hands, looſe and round, after the moſt prafical Method ; and brancht the whole into ſo much variety , as tobe ſuitable to every Genius; 
moſt adapted for diſpatch. ,And have reduced both the Writing and F louriſhes , to be performed according to the natural freedom of thi 
w1thout daubing, or any other acquired tricks ; which ſome late Authors have introduced into the world , (being ver neceſſary for ſuch 
ſtrangers to the Pens freedom) 'without which , they could never beget an opinion in the ignorant, of their skill 1n that Avt , which they 
reaily ſuch ſtrangers to 3 nor could any thing eciſe be expe&ted from them , having never had the Practical part of Writing or Teachin 
rarcly hapning, for a Graver to expreſs the- harmony and ſweetneſs of Letters , and to give them their due proportion, ſpirit, and life, (a 
ing ro the nature of the Pen) without having firſt received it from the Pen-mans hand: nor have-any (by the judicious) been eſteemed 
publiſh Works of this nature, unleſs they have for ſome conſiderable time been Praftitioners and Teachers of the Art, which muſt nece 
afford the Ingenious. that Judgment and Experience , that none could ever yet arrive at without it : ſome indecd that would be eſteem 
HANDMATIDS tothe Art of Writing. are yet more beho!ding to a Graver, and ſome Antijent Maſters whoſe Works they have R 
ved, then to any performances or skill of their own, their beſt Plats being plowed by a 'HEIFER of anothers breaking in : And ris 
v:tty that a Collection of famous C op}-books , thould be Caſtrated and Mangled , to ſerve the Ambition of a Mountebankry pretender : 
cver, wcre there bur ingenuity to acknowledge a Regraving Friſus, Senault, Cocker, and others, (as well as----in imitatione----) it might 1n 
degree make reſtitution for ſo great a Piracy. But how the tracing over anothers Works with Black Lead, and tranſmitred ro the Graver 
175 Original, can with any face be called an Imitation, is to me a Riddle : For ſoa Child of eight or nine years old, (with the Aſſiſtance of a 
ver inſtrudted 1n Letters, and ſome-old Copy-books) is able to put out on Anſil!a roo. IT honour Ingenuity in all ; while the Cobler keeps t 
L2#, he deſerves commendation, but when he will be raking into Antiquity, and fo diſ-ingenious to the Dead, as to rob them of the hon 
their Works, and ſacrifice them to his Ambition ; no Pex can be ſevere cnough ro dete& ſuch unworthineſs, and expoſe it (as it juſtly deſc 
to the cenſure of all Men. T had not been fo tedious in my Preface , were it not as well to vindicate the Profeſſors of the Pen, as tod 
rhe abuſes pur upon the world 1n things of this nature ; by Poachers and others, that have no more Art or Skill , then what 1s rakt out 
PIRATED from the Works of Eminent Maſters. Having tired your patience already , I ſhall not trouble you with a long Harany 
Diregions, only adviſc you, firſt learn to make a good Pen ; and by care and diligence apply it to praftice by deliberate imitation , whic 
in ſhort time 1mprove thy sk1ll,more then all verbal dire&tons whatſoever. | | | 
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